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Food or Dietary Supplement?
• Food ingredients from hemp are limited, and will probably 

be for some time
• The use of hemp-derived ingredients in dietary 

supplement formulations is increasing
• Two different regulatory landscapes, yet based on old 

regulations that target prevention of:
• Adulteration
• Misbranding
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A Careful Choice of Words on Labels
• Most product from seeds are finding a niche in the food 

and dietary supplement market
• Dehulled hemp seed, seed oil

• Hemp-infused edibles are more complicated
• Prove that practices include safety measures
• Unique hazards: Clostridium botulinum

• Are the products really infusions?
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These Are Infusions
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Clostridium botulinum
Shelf-Stable Products

• Infused oils, butters, tinctures, etc.
• Evaluation of the formulation and process (C. botulinum)

Water activity / Temperature pH / Temperature
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Packaging and Labeling
• Product packaging and labeling are heavily regulated areas of 

the cannabis industry

• Safety and Claims!

• A complicated scenario because some states allows for “intra-
state” sales of these products

• How will food products be labeled?
• What will be the guidelines from FDA?
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Safety
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Safety
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“Misleading” Claims
• Moving into “clean labels”
• Remove “questionable” statements or claims from labels
• Consult, wait
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Consequences of “Misleading” Claims
…The FDA has observed that your website offers cannabidiol (CBD) products for sale in the United States 
and that these products are intended to mitigate, prevent, treat, diagnose, or cure COVID-19
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Testing Needs
• Driven by states
• Usually related to microbial loads of dried biomass, 

pesticides residues and heavy metal levels
• Driven by assessing potency of products
• Extraction (making isolates), storage, etc.

• Driven by product formulations and processing conditions
• Safety, pathogens, microbial loads (indicators of process 

control)
• Stringent set of requirements for laboratory certifications
• ISO 17025 accredited


